MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS: 
“BAPTIST CHURCHES, 
_ ASSEMBLED AT PERSHORE UNIG N 
JUNE 12th and 13th, 183 


Free Justification by the Righteousness of 

Grace in Regeneration,—the Final Perseverant 

gurrection of the Dead,—the General Juden 
the Lite Everlasting; 


TO THE SEVERAL SOCIRTIES. THEY. REPRESENT™® 
WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED LETTERS: 


gn@ Personal Election,—Original Sin 


sade’. 

Aer our last Annual Meeting it was proposed that the sub= 

ject for this vear's Circular should be, “A Historic Sketch of thé 


Baptist Denomination.” presumed that that was 
‘founded upon conviction that a condensed view of our hi 


would ‘bie tisefal, as there is 1ro such document, we regret to say, 
 $n--existence. are volumes, stich “as Crosby’s and 

Ivimey'e History of English Baptists, and other materials, scat- 
tered through different works, that world give more general infor- 
mation; but no manual has been published, sufficiently concise, 

yet complete, which we could place inthe hands of those of our 
the younger branches of our’ families, ths tate 
few: for the acquisition of such knowledge. 
indifference to our leading and -t0 
‘weduite, tis far as ‘possible, a regard for our general interests, should 
be our individual and tinited convern ; ‘and “it -carinot bé 
that abridgment of our 
‘Would -téend to the: lidhment-of that object. 


ton vious; ‘however, that, from the confined gize of our Circus 


ere the sketch now submitted must be imperfect : but, 


it avaken attentionto. wibject on which there ia, wwe feur, 
an important end will A panaphiet, 
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for general circulation, on a more enlarged and descriptive ar- 
rangement, would be valuable. It will be necessary to premise 
that the term, “ Baptist Denomination,” may “pply either to 
individuals or churches, though it is usually employed with refe- 
rence to the latter. In the middle and succeeding ages there were 
individuals, who professed Baptist sentiments, mixed up with the 
general body of Christians,* and scattered over a wide surface, to 
whom we assign the designation by which we are distinguished ; 
yet not as members of a distinct body, nor as maintaining doc- 
trines similar to those now held by Baptist Churches, but as they 
avowed certain principles, and pursued a certain line of conduct 
with reference to baptism, In doing this, however, we have the 
example of the historians from whose records we derive our infor- 
mation, and to-whom we can the more confidently refer, as they 
bear testimony to the existence of a profession which they heartily 
despised. In later times, this distinctive appellation te been 
appropriated by Baptists, as existing in separate ‘societies from 
other Christians, and, in their collective form, the term, “ Baptist 
' Denomination,” is their cognomen in the Christian world. 

To present this outline in the most clear and methodical man- 
ner, we shall arrange our descriptions under several sections. We 


begin with 
PRINCIPLES. 


These are,—I1st, That baptism commenced with the Christian 
dispensation, and was peculiar to it, bearing no analogy to any 
previous institution, such as circumcision, nor in any sense de- 
rived from previous enactments, but revealed as.a positive law of 
the kingdom of Christ. 


2dly, That baptism is only scriptural as administered by im- 


mersion of the whole body in water. 
aey- That it cannot scripturally be administered to any but on 
a profession of faith in Chnist Jesus. | 
_ 4thly, That, as a command of the New Testament, it is obli- 
gatory on all who profess faith in Christ, and is intended to form 
a great line of separation between the Church and the world. 
e now proceed to give a 


GENERAL VIEW. 
It is admitted by the scholars of all ages, that the language of 
_ the New Testament, respecting baptism, is fairly construed, when 
we say that it means, as applied to primitive practice, immersion. 
It may be sufficient to name Dr. Wall as an authority upon this 


int.t He was Vicar of Shoreham, Kent, and wrote a book 


in favour of infant-baptism, for which he received the thanks of 
his University, and a diploma creating him D.D. The candid 


. 428— | 
pew 2, p.p. 351— The reader will find nu- 


* Mosheim, vol. 4, p. 
' + History of Infant 
merous testimonies from 
four and five. 


learned, in Gale’s Reply to Wall, Letters 
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concessions of great and learned men will shield us from the charge 
of bigotry, in laying down this pe ae the first Christians 
were Baptists: for it cannot be denied that, as pen yee 
baptism by immersion, the Apostles would now be called Baptist 


_ Ministers, and the first Churehes, Baptist Churches. With them, 


therefore, our history must begin. In consequence of the perse- 
cutions which commenced in the Apostolic age, most of the earl 
Churches were broken up, and their members scattered throu 
different and distant parts of the world. The continuance of those 
cutions, with but few interruptions, obliges us to trace the 
history of baptism, rather than that of Baptist Churches, along 
the course of succeeding centuries. Clemens Alexandrinus, Ig- 
natius, and Justin Martyr, were connected with the Apostolic 
age, and their history conducts us through the greater part of the 
second century. Their descriptions of baptism, as observed in 
their own times, are in strict accordance with our acknowledged 
principles.* In the third and fourth centuries, numerous errors 
were prevalent, amongst which we find infant-baptism ; for the 
first mention of it occurs in that period, by Tertullian, Origen, 
and others: and it seems to have been confined to Africa.t ‘This 
error arose from a misapplication of our Lord's discourse with 
Nicodemus; for on that liedbanee the strange dogma was con- 
structed, that baptisin would remove original sin, and qualify for 
heaven.{ This was soon a favourite and generally received opi- 
nion. | 

Parental fondness eagerly adopted a doctrine which mistaken 
priests declared would secure salvation for children, and ignorance 
and superstition thus entailed an error on succeeding ages, which 
no light of reformation has been able to clear away ; for it still 
remains the relic of a dark period, and an affecting proof of hu- 
man prejudice and imperfection. 

Several of the ancient Fathers protested agnies t this unscriptu- 
ral innovation ; amongst whom were, Tertullian, and, considera- 
bly after, Gregory Nazianzen; but they could not prevent the 
extension of the evil. The ancient mode of baptism continued, 
however, to be extensively practised through the countries 
where Christianity had obtained ; and that it had not fallen into 
disrepute at that period, is evident, from the fact, that history 
records the baptism of five Emperors of Rome, viz. Constantine, 
Constantius, Gratian, Valentinian II., and Theodosius I.: also, 
nine great men in the Greek and Latin Churches,—Basil, Gre- 
gory Nazianzen, Nectarius, Chrysostom, Ambrose, Jerome, Au- 


gustin, Alypius, and Adeodatus.|| But it was gradually discon- 


* Mag. Cen, Cen. 1, lib. 2, p. 496. Ign. Letters to Polycarp. Jus. Apo- 
logy. Clem. Alex. Epis. 3. 
t Appendix to Mosheim. 
Canon of Milev. Coun. Carth. Coun. Magd, Cent. 5, p. 1228. 
-§ Rob. Hist, Bap. 162. 
||) Dr. Wall. 
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tinued, and, under the authority of Popes and their Councils, 
was finally renounced by what was then called the Church.* 
During the fifth and sixth centuries, infant-baptism gained 
rove tosuch an extent, that, in the year 413, an edict was pub- 
ished by Theodosius and Heunorius, to the effect that, whoever 
-was baptized should, as well as the administrator, be put to death.+ 
Thus the Baptists became the victims of persecution, and for ages 
afterwards did they maintain the honourable character of martyrs. 
We now have to trace their history, extending through several 
centuries, and comprehending all parts of the world, in the edicts 
of Emperors and Councils, guided, as we proceed, by the light 
of persecution. Still did they live, and so numerous were they, 
that an ancient record states, ‘‘their preachers could travel through 
the whole German empire, and lodge every night at the house of 
one of their eee ts They were burnt, beheaded, and drowned ; 
but, as Pope Pius II. said, “neither the decrees of Popes, nor 
armies of Christians, could extirpate them ;"§ and, notwithstand- 
ing the bloody persecutions to which they had been exposed, Dr. 
Mosheim says that, in 1160, there were 800,000 who professed 
this faith.|| Thus did things continue till the Reformation dawn- 
ed, when, encouraged by the dauntless conduct of the reformers, 
they started from their hiding-places. - “‘ This sect,” says Mosheim, 
“ started up all of a sudden, in several countries, at the same time, 
and at the very period when the first contests of the reformers 
with the Roman Pontiffs drew the attention of the world.” | 
The Reformation produced beneficial changes in the religious 
institutions of Europe, and though the Baptists were still exposed 
to persecution, they felt the changes operating in their favour, and 
after many struggles, attended with much. suffering, they suc- 
ceeded in forming themselves into distinct societies, and ultimately 
became a recognized and prominent section of the Christian 
Church, as they are at this day. It may be necessary to state, 
that the professing Christians, to whom the term Baptist now ap- 
plies, are divided into various bodies, according to their particular — 
views of Christian truth. Thus, the Particular Baptists.are Cal- 
vinists, the General, Baptists maintain the doctrine of general 
redemption. The first are by far the most numerous. There are 
others, unconnected, with either; but they are so few in number 
as to require no distinct notice. 


HISTORICAL ANALYSIS. | 
Africa and the East, where the first Churches were established, 
did not long retain Christianity, and as they have lain in darkness 
for centuries past, we shall glance at 4 
The Continent.—It has already been observed, that persecution, 
at an early period, scattered the first Churches. Many of those 


* Twisk Chron: p. 164. — + Sebast. Frank. fol. 136. | 
t Twisk Chron. p. 546. § AEneas Syl. cap. 16. | Vol. 2, p. 544. 
| q) Vol. 4, p. 427. 
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Christian fugitives found an asylum amongst the Waldenses, a 
people occupying the beautiful vallies of Piedmont, at the foot of 
the Alps, who, ther with the Albigenses, in the South of | 
France, received the Gospel in the early part of the second cen- 
tury, and practised baptism, a practice which they never fully 
abandoned.* Those vallies continued a refuge for the oppressed 
through succeeding ages, and not unfrequently were visited by 
mk who destroyed thousands. In the twelfth century, 
eter Bruis, who was a pastor amongst the Waldenses, publicly 
vindicated baptism, and multitudes attached themselves to him, 
who were called Petrobrussians. He was burnt to death in 1130.4 
Menno Simon, from. whom the Dutch Baptists are called Menno- 
nites, flourished about 1530.t To this we may add the statement 
of Mosheim, that, “ Persons of similar sentiments lay concealed 
in almost all the countries of Europe, especially in Bohemia, 
Moravia, Switzerland, and Germany.’§ Holland is at present 
the chief seat of the Baptists, but they are not very flourishing. 

England undoubtedly received the Gospel in the days of the 
Apostles, and its ecclesiastical history plainly proves that thou- 
sauds were baptized according to the primitive model.|| About 
the same time, or soon after, Wales was visited by Christian 
teachers; and when Austin visited this country, about the year 
600, he found a society of Christians at Bangor, consisting of 
2,100 persons, who were afterwards destroyed, because they re- 
fused to baptize infants at the command of the Pope. Baptists 
were afterwards found in Herefordshire and South Wales. After 
passing through similar vicissitudes to other countries, Britain 
felt the influence of the Reformation, and the Baptists came to 
light again. 

Under Henry VIII., and succeeding Monarchs, they were 
much persecuted,** but could not be destroyed; for Dr. Some, 
who wrote in 1589, says there were, at that time, several Baptist 
Conventicles in London ; and in the seventeenth century, Baptist 
Churches were formed in different parts of Great Britain and Ire- 
land: from that time forward they maintained their ground, and 
advanced to their present prosperous condition. It may not be 
unworthy of notice, that the last martyr who was burnt in Eng- 
land, was Edward Wightman, a Baptist of Burton-upon-Trent. 


* “ The Waldenses and Albigenses did, in this age (the second century), 
profess and practice the at of believers.” D. Belth. Lydius from Re- 
narius. See also Dr. Maclaine, in Mosheim, vol. 3, p. 118, note G. Dr. 
Allix, on the Churches of Piedmont, and Morland, on the same subject. 

+ Mosheim, vol. 2,,.p.p. 315, 316. Dr. Wall, vol. 2, p. 250. 

+t Mosheim, vol. 3, p. 330. § Vol. 3, p, 320. 

|| Gildas, De Vict. Aur. Ambros. Fuller’s Eccl. His. 

@ Bede. Dupin’s Eccl. His. vol. 5, p, 90. Lioyd’s Breviary of Britain, 
p. 70. Fabian’s Chron, pt. 5, p. 125. Fox’s Mart. vol. 1, p. 135. Ful- 
ler’s Church Hist. p. 61. 

** King Henry’s Creed. Burnet’s Hist. Refor. vol. 1, p. 27. Brandt's 
Hist. Refor. Ivimey’s Hist. Bap. vol. 1, p.p. 80—89., 
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He was condemned by the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, and 
was burnt at Lichfield, April 11th, 1612.* The ae Baptist 
Church in Scotland is said to have been formed by Mr. M‘Lean, 
in 1765. But this must be a mistake, as there is mention of a 
Church formed there, out of the soldiers of Cromwell's army. 
And in 1653, letters passed between the Irish and English 
Churches, in which there are references to the Churches in “ Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Wales.”+ We possess no correct account of 
the origin or present state of the Scotch and Irish Churches. 

America.—The first Baptist Church, in this country, was 
formed at Providence, Rhode Island, in 1639. Since then, the 
denomination has extended over the greater part of that country, 
having been favoured with the most astonishing success. 


NUMERICAL AGGREGATE. 


The English, Seotch, and Irish Baptist Churches may be 
stated at about 950. As 

By a comparison of several Circular Letters, the average num- 
ber of members in each Church is about 70, which will give a 
total of 66,600 members. The English Churches are vars gt 
friendly associations, according to their respective localities: of 
these there inay be from 20 to 25. Wales has three associations, 
comprising 209 Churches. Their number of members is stated at 
27,850. ‘The American Baptists have 308 associations, 6,129 
Churches, and 408,846 members. The grand total is above 
500,000, exclusive of the Continental Baptists, and all comprised 
in missionary stations, of whom we possess no certain account, 
besides an innumerable number who are mixed up with other 
‘Christian societies throughout the world. 

The General Baptists, in England, have 120 Churches, and 
11,000 members. 

We shall close our account with a list of the leading institutions 
connected with the Baptist Denomination, in England. 


MISSIONARY. 
The Baptist Missionary Society was formed in 1792; thus 
taking the ied of all modern missions. It has about 56 stations, 
and 300 agents, including missionaries, catechists, &c. ‘The 
Jamaica station presents a list of 11,000 members. 
The Baptist Home Missionary Society was formed in 1797, 
and has about 70 agents. ee 
The Baptist Irish Society commenced in 1814, and employs a 
considerable number of itinerants, schoolmasters, and readers. _ 
The Baptist Home Mission for Scotland, formed, in 182, of 


As... 


* The warrant for his execution may be found in the Baptist Magazine, 
vol. 2, p. 238. 

+ Jones’s Dictionary of Religious Opinions, p. 20. Rippon’s Register, 
p. 13. | 
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two societies which had previously occupied that sphere ; about 
20 agents are employed, chiefly in the Highlands. 

The Baptist Continental Society, recently formed, is very pro- 
Mnising. 

There are also several Local Missionary Societies throughout 
the kingdom. | 


EDUCATION. 
Colleges for educating young men for the Baptist Ministry : 
Bradford, ..... 1804, 
Abergavenny 1807, Rev. M. Thomas. 
Rev. W. H. Murch, 
Rev. S. Tomkins, A.M. 


The American Baptists have four Colleges for general litera- 
ture, and four Theological Institutions. 


BENEVOLENT. 
Ba for assisting poor Ministers and ‘nstituted -1717. 
Widows’ Fund, 1809. 
Baptist Building Fund .............sseecseeeeeees 1824. 
Society for the education of Baptist Ministers’ 1830 


Several others exist in different parts of the kingdom ;—as the 
Bath Society, for aged Ministers; the Bradford Society, for the 
same’ purpose ; the Western Association Fund, for Widows, and 
the various association funds. 


- We cannot close this Letter without expressing our gratitude to 
that Gracious Being who has thus watched over interests which 
are so dear to our hearts. | 

We have seen, that along the stream of eighteen centuries, 
amidst the barbarous superstitions and cruel persecutions of dark 
and iron ages, the Apostolic doctrine of baptism was preserved, 
like the element of Christian truth, an imperishable principle, 
derived from God, and sustained by him through all dangers. 
The people, who were the depositaries of that doctrine, were na- 
tives of different regions, dissimilar in their habits, and incapable, 
from their scattered and persecuted condition, of forming any 
alliance, or recognizing any common standard of Christian doc- 
trine; but, in maintaining the principles of primitive baptism, 
already laid down, they preserved the essence of the Gospel, and 
may be regarded, in the A y og sense of the term, as wit- 
nesses for the truth throughout the reigu of superstition. We 
contemplate our present position with an emotion of Christian 


* Mosheim, vol. 4, p.p. 428, 429. Edwards, His. Red. 
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joy, accompanied with an earnest desire for greater prosperity ; 
and, encouraged by the prophetic announcements of the Sacred 
Volume, anticipate an era of redemption for mankind, and of 
triumph for the Church of God; when Christianity, dignified with 
aq age, shall reassume its primitive peculiarities, and, in i extent of 
q | its influence, as in the richness of its manifestations, shall infi- 
3 nitely surpass its Primitive Glory. : 


~ 


| BREVIATES. 


PERSHORE, June 12th and 13th, 1832. 


TUESDAY, Three o’clock—The Preliminaries and \Breviates were read ; 
Brother Aeen was chosen Moderator; Brother Room commenced with prayer; 


the Letters from the Churches were read, and Brother Swan concluded wit’ 
prayer. | 


Evening, half-past Six.—Brother Turnbull read and prayed ; Brother Ro- 
gers preached, and Brother Parker concluded. 


WeEpwNespay, Six. A.m.—The usual Prayer Meeting was held, the Breth- 
ren Twunnicliffe, Freer, Morrell,and Trotman prayed ; after which, the Fund 
Money was distributed, and other business transacted. 


Half-past Ten.—Brother Davies read and prayed; the Brethren Morgan 
and Thompson preached, and Brother Curzon prayed; after which, Brother 
Thompson read the Letter which he had prepared, and it was ordered to be 

rinted, under the direction of the Brethren 7hompson, Morgan, Swan, and 
oby. 

The next Association to be held at Tewkesbury, on the Wednesday and 
Thursday in Whitsun weck, Tuesday being an inconvenient day for the 


friends at Tewkesbury. The Brethren Curzon, Morgan, Claypole, and Hoby 
to preach. | 


Brother Swan to write the Circular Letter. Application having been 
made by the Churches at Mount Zion, Birmingham; Westmancote, and 
Ledbury, it was agreed unanimously to receive them into the Association. 


Evening, half-past Six.— Brother Claypole prayed; Brother Curzon preach- 
ed; and Brother Swan concluded. 


Printed by J. W. SuowR1t, 46, New-street, Birmingham. 


are 
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STATE OF THE CHURCHES. 


| Number Scholars 
Churches. Ministers. Increase. Decrease. of Fund. || in the 
embers. Schools. 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. Bapt.| letter.| ree dead.| dis 
1 Blakeney ..........J. Jones. oH] Hoe | 40 10 0 
3 Gloucester . ... Elliott. li 64 10 6 
HEREFORDSHIRE. 
6 Kington............S. Blackmore...|| 12 | 2/ .. 3]; 3 114 
8 Leominster...,......T. Edmonds.. 26 
Claypole... Bik 3 Lit 666 1 20 
10 Ryeford............W. Williams.. oat 54 10 0 
Withington ..........J. Davies:..... Si sie 44 7 6 
SHROPSHIRE. | 
STAFFORDSHIRE. 
13 Bilstom Poole. oo oa we no letter 
14 Brettell Lane........ 1} 1] 3 
| 15 Coseley, Coppice .... Ww. Bridge.. 4/. l 14 0 7 
16 ~ Darkhouse ..C. C. Thompson .. 51 205 | 1106) 400 
17 Providence. . OF Bice | 230 
18 Willenhall....,.. Wassall . be | 67 10 0 204 
119 Wolverhampton... oo: 23 5 0 80) 
20 Wolverhamp.on, 2d...T, Shakspeare..|| 2 26 ob 210 
WARWICKSHIRE. 
Birthingham 
21 Cannon-street....T. Swan........'/| 438 | 17 | 24 14 562 6 00 
22 Bond street...... Morgan......!/ 10 2/ 2/11 461 3 3 
24 West Bromwich...... oo 28 7 0 
WORCESTERSHIRE. | 
25 Bromsgrove ..,......G. Seroxton....|| .. | 28] .. 3]. 71 ps 
26 Tummicliffe.. sat l 10 0 
27 M44, l li 6161 1 116 
28 Evesham .....,......D. Davies.......j) 3 Li. | & 1 56) 
29 Evesham, 2d,.......C, 8) | foe | 29 5 0 
30 3) .. |... ..8 | 79 
31 Netherton .......... | oo | oo 1 
Pershore. DB] oe | os Bi oe 67 2 00 
BS Upton... 2; 35 94 
34 Westmancote........ Turnbull....jj 12 | .. | | oe 40 
35 Worcester .......... 1. Waters....-./} 11 | .. 1; 3 188 5 4 
36 Bewdley...........+.G, Brookes...../} 1 | | «+ 19 5 3 
Donation from Mr. Hall .. ov 5 0 


STATE OF THE CHURCHES SINCE THE LAST ASSOCIATION, 


INCREASE. DECREASE. 
Baptized 172 Dead CCC 67 
Received by letter 665 Diemiased 
249 136 


CLEAR INCREASE... LID 


